gery."
Thinking the rise and progress of that branch of science to be a subject somewhat interesting, and not entirely unprofitable, I set about collecting the materials necessary for writing its history, from the earliest time to a very recent date ; and for that purpose consulted, among others, the above work of Sprengel, which, although a valuable acquisition to medical literature, and frequently referred to by medical and other writers, has never yet been translated into the English language. But finding that the chapter upon operations relating to the teeth contained an historical summary of dental surgery from the earliest period to the commencement of the present century, and, therefore, that my own labors and intentions had been to a great extent anticipated, and, also, that the sources drawn from, were some of those to which. I had gone for information, I healthy. To preserve oneself to a certainty from the toothache, it is only necessary, at the return of the swallow, to repair silently to the border of a clear rivulet, to take some water in the mouth, and to rub the teeth with the forefinger of both hands, and repeat these words:? "Hirudo, tibi dico, quo modo hoc in nostro iterum non erit, sic mihi dentes non doleant toto anno."
The teeth, says iEtius, are open at the roots, and these openings admit small nerves coming from the tri-facial. For this reason they are the only bones which can become painful of themselves ; they are nourished by the deposition of a superfluous nervous fluid in their interior ; but at the period of old age the process of nutrition ceases, they then become loose and finally drop out. Thus, there are two kinds of odontalgia, the superabundance, or want of the nutritive principle, and by either of these we should be guided in the choice of remedies. These remarks of iEtius display a skillful anatomist for the time in which he lived, as those of Galen, on the inflammation of the teeth, denote a physician well versed in diagnosis. iEtius advocates the burning of phagedenic ulcers of the teeth, with a 39*2 Selected Articles.
[July, probe covered with wool and dipped into boiling oil; also the excision of abscesses of the gums, because when an incision only is made, ulcers frequently result from it. When the epulis does not yield promptly to caustics, it is seized with pincers and excised with a straight bistoury.
When incision does not suffice to cure ulcers of the gum, it is best to extract the decayed tooth which occasions them. As to the manner of filing and extracting the teeth themselves, as well as the treatment of caries with which they may be affected, iEtius does nothing but copy Galen.* y * With the exception of Galen and iEtius, the knowledge of the Greek and Roman writers of the structure and development of the teeth was very limited, and their views upon the subject extremely fanciful and imperfect. Hippocrates describes the teeth as a glutinous substance, growing from the head and jaws, the fatty part of which is dried by heat, aud burnt up, and that they are much harder than the other bones, because there is nothing cold in them. That in the foetus they are nourished by the food of the mother, and after birth, by the milk which the infant sucks from the breast. He considers that to have many teeth is a sign of living to a considerable age. Aristotle asserts that the teeth continue to grow and increase in length during life, which constitutes the difference between those and the other bones of the body. That man has more teeth than woman, and that the same difference may be observed between the sexes of various classes of animals. Aretaous considers that the cause of toothache is known only to God; and Pliny remarks on the indestructibility of these organs, that while every other part of the bodies enclosed in the sarcophagi was destroyed, the teeth remained perfect. Galen, who possessed a greater amount of knowledge on the subject than any other ancient writer, enters into a full description of the structure and formation of the teeth. He defines them as true bones, and states that they are formed during the period of gestation, but remain hidden in the alveoli until birth. That the canine teeth had received the appellation of ocular, because branches are sent to them from a nerve, which distributes others to the eye; and he describes with accuracy the forms of the roots of the molar teeth of both jaws. Twelve Tables, will show : the tenth of which, relating exclusively to burials and funeral ceremonies, among other directions, says-?"Let no gold be used, but if any one has had his teeth fastened with gold, let it be lawful to bury or burn that gold with the body." "The advice of the ancient poets upon the preservation of the teeth," formed the subject of a paper read in 1803, by J. R. Duval, before the Society of Medicine, of Paris. An English translation of the same, by J. Atkinson, under the title of "The Dentiste de la Jeunesse," was published in London, 1820 : in it will be found many allusions to the wearing of artificial teeth by the ancients.
